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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 5556 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SA, MX 

SUBJECT: MEXICAN PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO SA 
REF: MEXICO 5594, 6020, 6095 

SUMMARY: MEXICAN PRESIDENT LUIS ECHEVERRIA'S FIVE-DAY VISIT TO 
SAUDI ARABIA WAS CLIMAXED BY HIS PROMISE TO FIX THE PRICE 
OF OIL TO OPEC PRICES AND HIS RECOGNITION OF THE PLO. 

(IN ADDITION THE COMMUNIQUE URGED THE PROMPT WITHDRAWAL 
OF ISRAEL FROM OCCUPIED ARAB LANDS AND THE RESTORATION 
OF JERUSALEM TO THE ARABS.) END SUMMARY. 

1. MEXICAN PRESIDENT LUIS ECHEVERRIA MADE HIS MOST 
FORTHCOMING POLICY STATEMENTS OF HIS CURRENT ROUND-THE-WORLD 
TOUR IN JIDDA IN A JOINT COMMUNIQUE WITH THE KINGDOM 
OF SAUDI ARABIA. IN ADDITION TO THE USUAL STATEMENTS ON 
COMMONALITY OF THIRD-WORLD INTERESTS AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
BROADER ECONOMIC RELATIONS, THE GOM STATED THAT "IT 
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FIX THE PRICE OF OIL IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHAT THE SAID 
ORGANIZATION FIXES." 

2. THE SECOND STATEMENT CONCERNING THE RECOGNITION OF 
THE PLO AND THE OPENING OF AN OFFICE IN MEXICO WAS ALSO 
UNEXPECTED. THIS DEMARCHE BY GOM THROUGH THE MEDIATION OF 
KING KHALID UNDERSCORES MEXICO'S CONTINUED WOOING OF THE 
THIRD- WORLD MAIDEN AND ALSO KING KHALID'S STRONG SUPPORT 
OF THE RELATIVELY MODERATE ARAFAT AS A POLICY OF SAUDI 
DIPLOMACY. 

3. THE CALL FOR ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL WAS MADE ONLY INDIRECTLY 
BY GOM IN THE COMMUNIQUE. WHILE GOM ONLY DIRECTLY STATED 
THAT IT WAS IN FAVOR OF IMPLEMENTING THE UN RESOLUTIONS 

TO SOLVE THE MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM, KING KHALID UNILATERALLY 
STRESSED THE GREAT IMPORTANCE OF ARAB SOVEREIGNTY OVER 
JERUSALEM. 

4. AN AGREEMENT FOR A MEXICAN TRADE EXPOSITION TO SA 

WAS ANNOUNCED AS WELL AS CONSULTATIVE PETROLEMU DELEGATION 
EXCHANGES. BUT NO FINANCIAL AID WAS MENTIONED NOR HAS 
THE EMBASSY LEARNED OF ANY CASH DEALS. 

5. COMMENT: ONE DIPLOMATIC SOURCE SAID THAT 
PURPOSE OF PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA'S TRIP TO THE 
KINGDOM WAS TO GARNER SUPPORT FOR HIS BID TO SUCCEED 

UN SECGEN WALDHEIM. WE HAVE HEARD NOTHING TO CORROBRATE 
THIS FROM SAUDIS. ON AUGUST 6 DURING A MEETING WITH 
SENATOR MANSFIELD HM KING KHALID SAID THAT HE FOUND 
GOM PRESIDENT "A STRONG, SERIOUS. ENERGETIC MAN." 
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